58                                SAINT JOAN

HISTORY ALWAYS Our OF DATE

This, by the way, is why children are never taught con-
temporary history. Their history books deal with periods
of which the thinking has passed out of fashion, and the
circumstances no longer apply to active life* For example*
they are taught history about Washington, and told lies
about Lenin. In Washington's time they were told lies (the
same lies) about Washington and taught history about
Cromwell. In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries they
were told lies about Joan, and by this time might very well
be told the truth about her. Unfortunately the lies did not
cease when the political circumstances became obsolete.
The Reformation, which Joan had unconsciously antici-
pated, kept the questions which arose in her case burning
up to our own day (you can see plenty of the burnt houses
still in Ireland), with the result that Joan has remained the
subject of anti-Clerical lies, of specifically Protestant lies,
and of Roman Catholic evasions of her unconscious Pro-
testantism. The truth sticks in our throats with all the
sauces it is served with: it will never go down until we take
it without any sauce at all.

THE REAL JOAN NOT MARVELLOUS ENOUGH FOE Us

But even in itsx simplicity, the faith demanded by Joan
is one which the anti-metaphysical temper of nineteenth
century civilization, which remains powerful in England and
America, and is tyrannical in France, contemptuously
refuses her. We do not, like her contemporaries, rush to the
opposite extreme in a recoil from her as from a witch self-